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of tlie secrets of the organization. Each member was to
form a group of five and the groups were not supposed to
know of the existence of each other. "The Holy Brother-
hood" was a strictly secret body, not unlike the societies
which existed in the Middle Ages in Venice. Shuvalov
supplied rue with a code and explained to me the secret to
he used by the members of the society. Thereupon, I
immediately returned to Kiev.
Soon afterwards I was ordered by the Brotherhood to
go to Paris where I was to get further instructions. I
obeyed the order. In Paris I was informed by letter that a
member of the society, by the name of Polyanski, was living
in the hotel where I had stopped (Grand Hotel, opposite
the Grand Opera) and that he had the mission of assassi-
nating the revolutionist Hartman, who two years previously
made an attempt on the life of Emperor Alexander II.
I knew this man. He was a dashing officer of the Uhlans.
I had previously met him at Odessa in the company of
actresses.
Upon ascertaining each other's membership by means of
secret signs, Polyanski accosted me and astonished me by the
following declaration:
You have come to Paris to kill rne if I fail to do away with
Hartman, haven't you? I assure you, if I have not killed him
yet it is because I have received instructions from St. Petersburg to
postpone the execution. This may have something to do with your
arrival here. But let us get up to-morrow at 5 o'clock in the morning
and I shall prove it to you that it is within my power to kill Hartman
any inoinent. The matter depends solely upon me.
Early next morning we made our way to the Quartier
LatirT and stationed ourselves in the street before a house
which my companion bade me watch. After waiting a
considerable while we noticed Hartrnan himself as he
emerged from the gates. Two apaches (gunmen) who had
been lingering nearby followed him. After a while the